. e C& / r
Jubilee! Again! By B.]. Hutto, Senior Pastor

Friends,

Happy November! Hopefully everyone has fallen into a good fall routine, had a festive
Halloween, and is gearing up for Thanksgiving and Christmas! As our attention turns toward
the holiday season, I am so glad to announce that, once again, Hendricks Avenue Baptist
Church is going to partner with Undue Medical Debt to buy and forgive the medical debt of our
neighbors here in Jacksonville and across Northeast Florida.

As a reminder, this is a missions initiative that we undertook last year at this time, where we
raise money and, with it, are able to buy medical debt for literal pennies-on-the-dollar. While the actual rate can
fluctuate depending on the market, the standard ratio is 1:100. That means, for example, that $1.00 can forgive
$100, and that $100 can forgive $10,000, and that $10,000 can (incredibly!) buy and forgive $1,000,000. Last
year, when the UMD broker went to purchase debt for us to forgive, the ratio actually shifted in our favor, so
that the $21,500 that we raised was able to forgive almost $3,500,000 of our neighbors’ debt!

As incredible as that was to be able to do, and as incredible as it sounds, in reality it illustrates just *how much**
medical debt there is in our country, and just **how many** families there are whose lives are haunted by
outstanding medical bills. Many of us know just how that feels, so to be able to remove this burden from our
neighbors is an incredibly powerful opportunity.

Last year, our generosity was able to forgive the medical debt of over 2,500 households in Northeast Florida,
which means that with this one initiative HAB—alongside everything else we do in our community—impacted
the lives of thousands upon thousands of our neighbors. It was not just a great thing that we did; it was a
genuinely good thing!

More information will be forthcoming, but please—as you consider a gift in support of this—start telling your
neighbors about it. Almost everyone has a story about how they’ve borne the burden of medical debt, and whenever
people hear about how much good we’re able to do in this initiative, they get excited. Last year, I even had friends
back in South Carolina contribute!

Finally, a reminder that it’s no accident that we time this with Advent and Christmas. Last year, one of the people
whose debt we bought and forgave wrote the church a letter, thanked us for the support, but even more importantly
thanked us for remembering them: “I am in tears as I write this message to you....Just the reminder that I needed that
God still watches over me....” My friends, we are surrounded by neighbors who feel like they’ve been forgotten, that
they’re alone in their struggles, and this is one more way for us to remind them, in their despair,
of God’s great love at Christmas:

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light, those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them
light has shined....For unto us, a child is born. Unto us, a son is given, and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.” (Isaiah 9)

Kind regards, B.J.




Britt Hester, Associate Pastor for Community Life and
Spiritual Formation

Tools to Tell Our Story

Every church has a story to tell, one shaped by faith, community, and shared
purpose. At HAB, our story continues to grow in meaningful ways, and we want
to be intentional about how we share it.

Over the past several months, we have recognized the importance of
strengthening our communication and outreach efforts, not only to keep our
congregation informed but also to help our wider community learn about who we are and what we value.

To help guide this work, HAB recently entered into a six-month marketing agreement with a professional
communications group. This partnership will focus on three key areas: brand strategy, social media marketing, and
search engine optimization. In short, we want to make sure that when people look for a church home or simply a place
to ask big questions and belong, they can easily find us and understand what makes our congregation special.

This effort also coincides with a complete website redesign, which is currently underway. The new site will
feature a fresh look, updated content, and improved functionality. We hope to launch it by the end of the year or early
in the new year.

In addition, B. J. and I are developing a new podcast designed to serve our church family and the broader
community. A trial episode has already been produced, and we look forward to releasing our first official episode
soon. The podcast will offer thoughtful conversations about faith, community life, and current topics that intersect
with our values as a congregation.

We are excited about these new tools for sharing our story and deepening our connections within HAB and
beyond. Thank you for your continued support and for being part of a church that believes good news is worth sharing
and sharing well. Stay tuned for updates in the coming weeks as we prepare to share the new website and podcast with
you.
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There’s so much joy and energy buzzing in our Children’s Ministry at Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church this fall!
Our kids are learning, serving, and growing together as they discover what it means to love God and others — and we
couldn’t be more proud of the ways they’re sharing that love with our church and community.

The children loved singing on Sunday morning with the adult choir! It is so special to hear their precious voices
lift the Lord in praise!

This month, our children and youth are teaming up to collect non-perishable food items and assemble lunches for
members of our homeless community. Through this project, our young people are learning the joy of giving,
compassion, and hands-on service. Donations can be dropped off throughout the week to the office— and we’re so
thankful for the generosity of our church family in supporting this effort.

From singing in worship to serving others, our children are experiencing faith in action. It’s also been a wonderful
season of welcoming new families, connecting parents, and celebrating the many ways God is at work in our
youngest disciples.
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S e =vs The Children’s Ministry would like to thank you for all the wonderful gifts purchased from
the Amazon wish list. With your help, almost every item on our list has been purchased. We

are in our new space and enjoying all the wonderful gifts.
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE

Hi there, fellow HABers! This is your lowly Church Mouse with the news
of recent days. You may remember that we had nothing in last month’s
Herald because I received NO emails from anybody! There is some news
this month, but not nearly as much as I hope will come in every month in

the future.
| MOUSERS! | l

P TR their first grandchild,
—_ A Tommie Daniel Price, born ® ‘
B ' o : on October 2 to Walker and

Janis and Steve Price are
the proud grandparents of

Janice Price. Tommie
weighed 8 1bs.1 oz. and was
17 4 inches long! Watch
out! Little Tommie will be
walking and talking before
you know it!

Carolyn Hinckley was recently

Happy 20t Anniversary recognized for 20 years of service to

to Carolyn Hinckley! :;3 Volunteers in Medicine.

Congratulations, Carolyn!

Julie Babcock was nominated for the Jennie June
Crowly Award, the most prestigious lifetime
volunteer service award of the General Federation of
Woman’s Clubs, Florida. Julie has been a member
of GFWC FLORIDA since 1968 (57 years), and
has given countless hours of service to the
Jacksonville Community, with a good amount of it
here at HAB. Julie is a member of the Southside
Woman’s Club of Jacksonville.

Michael Mayo, DHA, recently received the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) Distinguished
Alumni of the Year Award, College of Health Professions Class of 2021. Congratulations, Michael! A picture of
the ceremony will be in a later Herald as it is not until February 2026.



Sympathy to...

...Norma Hagan in the death of her son Ken, who passed away at his
home. Please pray for Norma, Allen, Jo, Jessica, Nate, Allison, Bobby
and Debbie. Ken’s service will be on Monday, November 3, at 11:00 at
Community Presbyterian Church, in Atlantic Beach.

Thank You:

HAB Deacons, Staff, and Friends, for the lovely cards, notes, phone calls,
and wonderful cake that you have sent over recent months. It is so nice to
be remembered. We miss everyone and miss being there on Sunday
mornings. Thank you so much for thinking of us. God Bless each of you
and your families. Love and prayers, Bill and Shirley Adkinson
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By Margaret Douglass, New Member Team

Woody Norman joined HAB a few weeks ago, but his history here stretches back
decades, beginning when his son played t-ball at HAB, and he coached baseball, as
his son progressed through the different age groups.

Woody grew up in Perry, FL and attended both Georgia Tech as an engineering
major and FSU, where he majored in athletics. After a knee injury ended his football
career, he joined the coaching staff as a graduate assistant. He went on to coach
baseball at what is now Kennesaw State University. He and his wife, Susan
(deceased), moved to Jacksonville in 1972. He began a career in sales, at which he excelled. His current expertise is
in tape, and he has his own tape manufacturing business, TAPESOUTH, which is headquartered in Gainesville.
Woody is still very active in the business.

Woody already knows quite a few of our members. He and Susan raised two daughters and a son (also deceased) in
Jacksonville. He was introduced to HAB by his daughter, Mandy, who is active in our community. Woody enjoys
weightlifting and exercise in general. A good non-fiction book is his go-to relaxation.

JOIN US FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER!

You’re invited to join us each Wednesday for a wonderful meal (that you don’t
have to cook!) and great fellowship. Please make reservations by Monday each
week by contacting Sheila at sheila@habchurch.com or 904-396-7745, ext. 103.
Adults are $12, children $8, and the immediate family maximum is $30. The
children’s menu each week is chicken nuggets and fries. Please specify adult or
children’s meal when making reservations. If you’d like a permanent reservation,
please let us know. We’d just ask you to cancel on weeks when you can’t be
there. The meal is served beginning at 5:15 p.m.

from the

November 5 November 12 November 19 November 26
Breakfast for dinner Tasty roast pork Thanksgiving fixins’ No Dinner
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Turkey & ham, dressing, sweet potatoes, mashed polatoes & gravy, green beans, dinner roll,

cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie

Reservations by November 19
, J

[

804.396.7745, ext. 103 or shella@habchurch.com
Adults $14, Children $8, immediate family max $35
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Thursday, November 13 at 11:30 a.m.

Seafood Island in San Marco
email Steve Price, if attending,
at smpisl23@gmail.com

2" Thursday Each Month Men’s Get Together

M

united community outreach ministry

UCOM THANKSGIVING BAGS: Items needed: $25 grocery gift cards, stuffing mix, corn, green beans, mushroom
soup, canned pumpkin, evaporated milk, canned yams/sweet potatoes, mac & cheese, cornbread mix, mashed
potatoes, gravy, french fried onions, chicken broth, cranberry sauce, pie crust mix & filling. Please put items in boxes
@Vided in the narthex by Thursday, November 13. /




News from Community Engagement by Alyson Lee, Vice Chair

THE LION, THE WITCH The Community Engagement committee, led by Chair Jan ‘_
NN ez Y ipe s Stringer, has initiated a monthly book discussion. The first
R session, held in my home, on October 19 was a discussion of EAITH
8 C.S. Lewis’ classic, “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.” e |
& Pastor B.J. led us in a spirited and thought-provoking UNRAVELED

- conversation around this wonderful novel written by the noted
theologian and Oxford and Cambridge professor. Following the
discussion, we adjourned to my kitchen for snacks, laughter, and
| more lively discourse, including various opinions on the best
'y pimento cheese! Please join us on November 16 at 4:30 pm (time
changed to accommodate our pickleball players!) for a discussion
C.S. LEWIS of Rachel Held Evans’ memoir, “Faith Unraveled.” We will look
at how faith does — or doesn’t — evolve with culture and
circumstances. So read the book and mark your calendar for
Sunday afternoon, November 16, for a casual and interesting
experience as B.J. leads our discussion. All are welcome so feel
free to invite your friends!
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As we travel throughout the year, let’s remember
that the work of HAB continues. Please take Jubilee Again
advantage of online giving to continue supporting
our ministries. Or, before you Youth Ministry
go, set up a recurring gift so
that you won’t have to

Children’s Ministry

remember! It’s easy!
Go to bit.lv/HABGiVing or
scan this QR code:

News of Our Church Family

Church Mouse

VISIT habchurch.com Wednesday Night Suppers

for more information.

Contact us at info@habchurch.com or 904-396-7745
Website: habchurch.com
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